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wore. I wish to congratulate hon, mem-
bers on their appreeciation of education.
That is the chief thing, and I am glad
hon. members have shown a spirit of wil-
lingness that the utmost should be done
for the maintenance of education and for
its spread in our midst.

This concluded the general debate on
the Xstimates of the Minister for Educa-

tion; vofes and items discussed as fol-
low:—

Vote—Salaries, £27'8,571:

Ttem—Chief Inspector of Schools,
£552.

Mr. HEITMANN: In view of the con-
cluding remarks of the Minister for Edu-
cation, I almost hesitate to ask what is
the feeling at the present time between
the gentleman to whom this item refers
and the gentleman who is in charge of
the Training College at Claremont I am

told that not so very long ago these two -

responsible officers were fighting in pub-
lie like a couple of schoolboys on a ques-
tion of salary.

The Premier: No; a question of status.

The Minister for Education: That is
years ago.

Mr. HEITMANN: Are they brothers
now? If so, I am quite satisfied. If is
stated, however, that these two officers,
though holding positions which bring
them conlioually into close contact, are
not on speaking terms.

Item—Extra clerical assistance, £154.

Mr. MITCHELL: Will the Minijster
explain why thig item has heen inserted?

The MINTISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There was nho expenditure on this vote
last year. We now propose to pay the
eadets from this item.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the Iistimates of the
Education department.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)
Progress reported,
ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

Hon. J. SCADDAN (Premier—Brown
Hill-*vanhog): T move—
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That the House at its rising adjorrn
until 3 o’clock to-morrow,

Question passed,

House adjourned at 11.23,

Acaislative Councll,
Thursday, 14th Qctober, 1915.

Pign

Paper presented . .. 1843
Jolnt Select Commttt.ee, Eorse-racing control .. 1643
Blls: Mipes Regulation Act Amendment, 38. .. 1643
Licensing Act Amendment Cont.lunance, 3R, 1844
Industries Assistance Act Ameandment, com 1844
Health Act Amendment, Com. 1048
Vermin Boards Act Amendmenb ZR. 1855

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: Public Ser-
vice List, 1915.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
HORSE-RACING CONTROL.
Report presented.

Hon. F. CONNOR (North) brought
up the report of the select committee ap-
pointed to inquire into the question of

horse-racing.

Report received, read, and ordered to
be printed. -

BILL—=)MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.
Read a third time and refurned to the

Assembly wilh amendments.
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BILL — LICENSING ACT AMEND-
MENT CONTINUANCE.

Report Siage, etcetera.

Report of Commiitee adopted.
The Standing Orders having been sus-
pended, Bill fead a third time and re-

turned to the Assembly with amend-
ments.
BILL—INDUSTRIES  ASSISTANCE

ACT AMENDMENT.
In Commitiee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill,

Clause 11—Tnterest on arrears of rent
when assistance not songht:

The CHATRMAN: T do not think Mr.
Cullen has yet moved his proposed
amendment on Clanse 11.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: If not, T wish
to raise a question in regard to the whole
clause, and if that fails T will snbmit the
amendment.  The eclanse is entively
foreign to the Bill and is an atfempt to
amend the Land Aet. It would require
an amendment of the Title. I would like
your ruling as to whether the elause is
not beyond the order of leave, .

The CHAIRMAN: There is no order
of leave here: it 1s given in another place,
and that being so, it is not competent for
me to rule upon the point. My attention
has been called to the clavse, and if the
hon. member specifies in what way it
offends against the Title it would be the
duty of the House, if T rule that it is
ontside the Title, to amend the Title.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Is not this the
proper time to raise the point?

The CHATRMAN: If it is beyond the
order of leave, I cannot rule upon the
point. The hon, member may ask my
ruling as to whether the elanse is putlside
the “Title.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I ask your rul-
ing as to whether this clanse is nol out-
side the Title of the Bill, which of course
geis forth the order of leave. Y cam only
assume that from some spirit of benefac-
tion the Government want all the lessees

[COUNCILY,

under the Land Aet, if they are im
arrears, to borrow from the Government,
What reason is. there for attempling,
nnder the assistance to industries, io
raise the interest payable by Crown
lessees?

The CHAIRMAN: In my opinion the
clause is an amendment of the Land Aet
and outside the Title of the Bill.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
submitted this point to the Solicitor Gen-
eral, who. says that the elanse is perfectly
in order. He stales that he sees no reason
to object to the clause in question heing
in the Bill, that the full title of the Aet
is in respect to advances to be made, for
purposes ineidental thereto, and conse-
quent thereon. One of its provisions is
fo enable ndvanees to be wmade to pay
Tent in arrears on ecenditional purchase
leases.

The CHAIEMAN: As a malter of

“facl T allowed the hon. member to coms

ment on my ruling, I shonld not have
done so. If he wishes to object to the
ruling he must do so at once in writing,
T role that this Clause 11 is outside the
Title of the Bill, which is an Act to
amend the TIndusiries Assistance Aet,
1915. T rule that this elause is an amend-
ment to the Land Aect.

Hon. J: F: CULLEN: I ask the Com-
mittee to throw this clause out. There
15 no need to amend the Land Aet under
the Indusiries Assistance Act.  What
need is there to drag an amendment of
the Land Aet into the Bill before the
House? It can only be from some bene-
ficent desire on the part of the Govern-
ment to inform Crown lessees who have
not yet gone to the Industries Assist-
ance Board that if they will go to the
Government they will, unless they are
hapelessly beyond help, place loan money
at their disposal. This clause professes
to override the Y.and Aect, and notwith-
standing that the Land Aect commands
leszees to pay five per cent. interest on
arrears, and holds them liable for it, we
are asked to override that and declare the
money free from interest. It woald be
had Jaw and would be leading these un-
fortunate people into a false refuge.
Even the amendment of the Title wonld
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noi be suflieient. [t would have to he
expressly declared that certain sections
of the Land Aet had been amended. Ir
is nol enough lo say, “This change will
he authorised under this Bill.” and thea
put into the Title that it i= anr amend-
ment of the Land Aet. When the Gov-
ernment come fo amend the Land Act, if
thexy want to raise the interest from five
to =six per cent., that will be a clear issue
for the Legislature to decide upon. |
move an amendment—
That the clause be struck oul.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: Tow does
Mr. Culien reconcile his aititude on this
clanse with what he told us on the second
reading, namely, thai he wished to hring
this under the Agrienltural Bank? 1T
think the Bill is wrong from start to
finish, and T approve of the hon. men-
her's sugwestion. T suppose the hon.
member wishes to put lhe Agrienlinral
Bank in the position of an ardinary hank
to ihe ordinary farmer. Suppose a far-
mer roes info an ordinary bank and asks
for a sum of from €10 to £100 to pay his
land renis. What will that man bhe
charged? He will be charged G or 614
per eenl. by the bank. Surely it is rea-
sonable, if the Government are irying
not only to amend the Tiand Aect, bot the
Agricultural Bank, and if they have o
support their clients and protect them
against the T.ands Department, that they
should he gpllowed to charge 6 per cent.
If we are going to allow the Apvienltural
Bank to advance these moneys sarely wo
shoutd allow them to advance moneyv on
their own terms at G per cent, instead of
5 per cent. We passed a clause giving
denial assistance, veterinary assistanee,
and insuranee premium assistanee. This
Agrienltural Bank has hecome an ordin-
ary bank to the farmer. Tn these eir-
cnmstances it seems to me onlv ressen-
able that the Agrvieultural Bank making
these advances should he entilled to
charge the nznal hank rate of 6 or G4
per cent.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: This
point was fully considered when the or-
iginal Act was wvnder consideration and
the prineciple was endorsed by Parlia-
ment that any settler regquiring relief

1645

should secure that relief through the ln-
dustries Assislance Board. 1t he fell
into arrears wilh his prewt to the Lands
Department, he could apply to the 1ln-
dustries Assistance Board for sufficient
money fo engble him to discharge the
amount dune Lo the Lands Department.
Aecting in ennformity with that principle
many farmers have had recourse to the
board and have paid their rents. Nome,
however, have not done so and this ¢lanse
is inlended to make those people pay
G per renl. interest just as those who
have oblained loans from the board are
forced to do. If Mr. Cullen’s amend-
ment is earried, the persons he desires to
assist will be in a far worse position, and
the outcome will be that they will have
to pay the lines and penalties imposed by
the Land Act which are very drastie, and
whichh are very mueh in exeess of 6 per
cent. Then ultimalely if they refuse to
pay the rent. the land will be liable to
forfeiture.

Hon. J. F. CUCLLEXN: 1 would have
thought that ihe ohjeet of the Govern-
ment would be as far as possible to
minimise the demands on this Board.
They want to make it fashionable to get
loans from the Board. Is that their ob-
ject? At any rale, that is the tenor of
the Minister’s remarks. There are four-
fifths of the Crown lessees who have
never gone to the Roard. Some of them
are in arrears. Surely they musi know
what is best for them. Why should the
Government try to force those people to
go to the Board and get loans unless they
want to do so?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
fines imposed under the Land Act are
very draslic. For many months past, the
Government have not been infiicting these
fines, but if the elaunse is struck out as
the hon. member desires to do, they must
have recourse to the provisions of that
Act, which epnables the imposition of
severe penalties. I cannot see a shadow
of justifieation for the attitude adopted
hy the hon. member in trying to relieve
of ilie payment of interesl men who will
not take advantage of an Aect which has
been placed on the statute-book specially
to assist them. The rate of interest is
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very low indeed and if the war continnes
much longer the State will have to pay
at least 6 per cent.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins:
Government pay 6 per cent.

The CHAIRMAN: The question is
that the clause stand as printed.

Hon, J. ¥, CULLEN: But I have
moved an amcndinent that the clause be
struck oul. .

The CHATRMAN: The Lon. member
can vote against the clause.

ITen. J. ¥. CULLEN: Well, I will
alter my amendment. [ shall move in-
stead—

Thal in line 3 the word ‘siz” be
struck oul and “five’” inserted in liew.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

ward “six” appears right through the
principal Act and when that was under
" congideration the hon, member moved in
a similar direction and failed,

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Under {he Land
Act, 5 per cent, is the rate, and that is
the ground I am geing on.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Un-
der the Land Act 1898, if a man fails to
pey rent due on the 1lst March or the
1st September, he must pay it 30 days
from the due date together with a fine of
2d. in the pound, and if he fails to pay
it then he shall pay the same within 60
days together wilh a fine of 6d. in the
pound. That is equivalent to 10 per
cent. per annum. If he fails to pay 90
days after the due date his lease of the
land and ali improvements shall be for-
feited.

Amendment. put and negatived.

Cause put and passed.

Clauses 12, 13—agreed to,

New clause:

Hon, A, G. JENKINS: I move—

That the following be added as a new
clause:~—No commodity shall be sup-
plied or money advanced under the
principal Act or this Act after 31st
March, 1917,

This 1s consequential on the amendment
made in Commitiee at the last sitting,
when the proviso was striick out of the
principal Aet.

New clanse put and passed.

New clause:

The English

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, J. F, CULLEN: 1 move—

That the following be added as a new
clause .—‘Any setiler or other person
whko has given to the board g mori-
gage or bill of sale under this Act,
shall at any time on tendering to the
board the full amount of balance due
with interest and cosls receive from
the department a full discharge of
stich morlguge or bill of sale””

* Hon. members would naturally assume
that the Board would be glad to have the
amount tendered as early as the bor-
rower likes to pay it, but the Board has
said that that cannot be. There is ae-
tually no provision for the discharge of
morigages and -bills of sale. If a man
comes into the means to discharge his
debt the board cannot give him a dis-
charge. The Bill is not complete with-
out such a provision, and there can be
no objection to it

[fhe President resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

BILI—HEALTH ACT AMEND-
MENT.

In Committee,

Hon. W, Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clanses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clanse 3—Insertion of a new part
after Part TX.:

The CHAIRMAN: For the conveni-
ence of hon. members, T will pul the
proposed new sections contained in this
clanse separately,

Proposed new Section 242a—Venereal
diseases to be treated by medieal prae-
titioners only :

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move an amendment—

That after “to]" in lime 4 of the
proposed new Subsection 2, the words
“q registered pharmaceutical chemist
who sells or” be inserted.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM :
What arrangement will be made in con-
neetion with stations and places far re-
moved in the counntry where supplies of
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medicines for such cases are generally
kept? They musi have svie power to
enable them lo sell or dispense these
medicines. Can permits be obtained?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Commissioner is empowered under this
proposed new subsection to granmt a per-
mit. I move a further amendment—

That the following be added at the
end of the proposed new section:—
“Nar shall the preceding sub-section ap-
ply to the sale by a registered pharma-
ceutical chemist in the erdinary course
of business of any drug, not being a
patent or proprictary medicine which
has not been approved as aforesaid, and
not befng prescribed by him for the cure
or alleviation of any wvenereal dis-
ease.”

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. A. J H. SAW: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following provise be added
at the end of the proposed mew sec-
lion:—“Provided also that a permit as
aforesaid shall not be granted to any
person unless no pharmacentical chen-
st ecarries on business within 10 miles
of the place of business of such per-
son

This is an awendment to restrict the sale
of drugs in the towns, Many of these
proprietary medicines and drugs are
poisonous, and have pecnliar actions on
certain individuals, of which actions the
public are not aware. Such a drug as
iodine polassivm, in very small doses,
produces quite alarming symptoms and
there are other drugs which bring out
scarlatinal rashes. It would be better
to resirict the sale of these drugs to
chemists because, if a person taking them
presented any of these symptoms, the
chemist would recognise that they were
the result of a drug and would send him
to a doctor. If these drugs can be sold
by grocers or by large wholesale shops
the people who secll them cannot be ex-
pected to have a knowledge of the actions
of these drugs. No doubt many of those
people who would ask for such drugs
would be suffereing from venereal dis-
ease, and we could hardly expect those
persons in an ordinary shop selling the
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drug to point out that it was necessary
fur the purchaser to consull o dJoctor.
If the sale were restricied to chemists,
the chemist would no doubt convey a hint
that the sufferer should eonsult a doctor
in order to comply with this Act, and n
order that he would not longer be a men-
ace to the public. The chemists depend
very largely for their profits on the sale
of these drugs, in addition to making up
prescriptions. The chemist leads a bard
life. He has to be in aftendanee at his
shop from eight am. to eight p.m., and
is offen ealled up in the small hours, and
he does not make a very large profit, If
the sale of these drugs were taken from
him, lie wonld be deprived of one of the
sources of his income. It would also
have a bad ecffect upon the publie, be-
cause if is to their interest that chemists’
shops should be started in each of the
suburbs, Very often people have not
lhe means to send into town for medieine,
and the fact of having a chemist’s shop
in the distriet is very much to their advan-
lage. TFf the chemist is enabled to prose-
cule his legilimate business without un-
due interference. it will tend to the henefir
of the publie.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
amendment goes very mueh fnrther than
the hon. member has explained. Tt
deals not only with proprietary drugs,

but also with patent medicines for
the enre of this partienlar disease,
and  would prevent the Commis-

sioner from granting a permit for
the sale of these medicines for the cure of
this disease, excepting in places more
than ten miles from a chemist’s shop.
The Commissioner may conclude that a
certain medicine iz an exeellent one for
the disease. hut this amendment would
bar him from granting a permit for it
to be sold within ten miles of a chemist’s
shop. :

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Could not the chiem-
ist sell it?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Of
course, but the storekeeper who lived
nine miles away would he unable to sell
the same medicine, even if the Commis-
sioner zranted him a permit to do so.
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Hon, J. CORNELL: The more we re-
strict the matter of dealing with this
plague to medical men, the better wilj be
the chance of coping with it. On the
point raised by the Colonial Secretary, I
do not think any harm will result to stove-
keepers. The best man to sell patent
medieines is the qualified chemist, I sup-
port the amendment,

Hon., J. DUFFELL: The principal
feature of this question is that anyone
procuring medicines of this description
would to,a greal extent be guided by the
advice of the chemist. How could a
storekeeper give advice on sueh a case?
1 support the amendment,

Hon. J, F. CULLEN :.In order that the
amendment may read correctly, T move an
amendment on the amendment—

That after the word “person”’ in line

2, there be inserted “other than a phar-

meceulical chemist.”

Amendment on amendment passed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
not a qguestion of a chemist preseribing,
as Mr. Duffell has suggested. Under this
Bill, the chemist is absolutely prohibited
from preseribing. He ean only sell
patent medicines under permit from the
Commissioner of Public Health. As sueh
medicines are supplied in sealed Dottles,
it make n¢ difference whether they are
sold by a chemist or by a storekeeper.
The Commissioner can prevent the sale
of valueless patent medicines, and the
Commissioner’s opinion sliould he worth
more than a chemist’s.

Hon. C.- SOMMERS: Tn populous cen-
tres it is only right that the echemist
should have a preferential right to sell
medicines, and in country districts a lim-
itation of 10 miles in favour of the chem-
ist seems to me quite reasonable. In the
absence of such a Hmilation, a ¢hemist is
frequentlv driven out by the competition
of the storekeeper; and the residents only
discover their loss when the chemist is
gone.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The Colonial
Secretary disregards or ignores the main
areument in favour of my proposal.
Even under this measure there will be
great diffienlty in making diseased per-
sons undergo freatment. Tf a diseased

[COUNCIL.]

person is sl liberty to go to any shop
to Duy vremedies, hundreds of men
affected with the disease will eseape the
operation of this measure. On the other
hand, if the diseased person goes to a
chemist to buy a remedy, the chemist
will recognise the purpose for which the
man is buying drugs and will tell him
to go and get treatment,

Hon. F. CONNOR: A diffienlty which
may arise is that if the storekeeper is
debarred from selling these wares, the
pharmaceutical chemist might reasonably
be restricted to the sale of goods coming
strietly within the eategory of his busi-
ness. Would the Committee agree 1o
snch a restriction? That phase of the
guestion requires consideration.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: The chemist
should have extra scope in this matier
because he has studied, whereas the store-
keeper has not. 1f a chemist cannot
make a living by merely selling drugs
and so forth, he should be permitted to
trade in other articles.

The CHAIRMAN: Hon. members are
now dealing with the Pharmacy Act.

Hon, J. DUFFELL. Mr. Connor's ar-
gament almost proves the necessity for
puiting in the way of a pharmaceutieal
chemist any line that he can sell. Every
country town is glad to have the ser-
vices of a chemist available. If chem-
ists heed an extra price for patent medi-
cines, they shonld he allowed to obtain
it,

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: 1 hope the
amendment will he carried. If there is
one class of people who are hard hit
by the Bill, it is the chemists. A cer-
tain amount of their trade will be taken
away by this measure—justly, as we con-
sider. At the same time the chemist is
entitled to some consideration, now that
we are endeavouring to put evervthing
into its right groove. Tt has been sug-
gested to me by a chemist that this meas-
ure should eontain a provision making
it eompulsory that all preseriptions be
made up hy qualified ehemists only. Ti
has to be borne in mind that in restriet-
ing the sale of medicines for these dis-
eases to chemists, we are obtaining a
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ebeck. A chemist can, if he so desires,
belp wmen to evade the operation of this
measure.

Hon. E. MeLARTY: I support the
amendment. The qualified man is the
right man to deal with when medicines
are required. In bush places, where
chemists are not available, a permit from
the Commissioner for the sale of medi-
cines by storekeepers will be necessary;
hut wherever there is a qualified chemist,
the chemist is the man to supply medi-
cines.

Hon. A. SANDERSON. How do the
(tovernment propose to deal with the
_advertisements coming from ontside
Western Auvstralia, making offers to sell
these different medicines and offering to
send them throngh the post? How can
we stop medicines coming into this eoun.
try in this way?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY :
Under proposed new Section 242(, no
person shall publish any statement which
is intended to promofe the sale of any
artice as a-medicine, or so affix or inscribe
any statement on anything, or deliver or
offer or exhibil any statemenl to anv
person, or in an¥ way advertise these
drugs.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: We ecannol
prohibit a newspaper published in Syd-
nev from eominyg info Western Australia,
and we cannot prohibit a person in
Sydney sending a package of medicine
to a person in Western Australin.

Proposed mew seetion put aml passed.

Proposed new Section 242b—Persons
suffering from venereal disease fn place
themselves under treatment:

Hon. A. SANDERSON: There is na
reference to the native question in this
elause. T would like to know if the de-
partment propose fo take any special
steps to deal with the native population.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
department for many vears has taken
steps to deal with the question of natives
=uffering from these diseases, and they
have been dealt with effectively. Num-
bers of natives have been bronght in and
placed in lock hospitals, and cured of
these diseases, and the same svstem will
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be contipued although this Bill is in
aperation. The Bill can be applied, and
will be applied, to the aborigines in large
towns, but it is not likely to be applied
to the aborigines of the North-West, who
are dealt with effectively by the Abori-
gines Department,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I was taken
by the medical offiecer of Roebourne to a
naiive eam)) near that town, where the
Government are dealing with leprosy and
these other diseases, and to say they were
being dealt with effectively—unless that
means allowed to die—is ridiculous. The
unfortunate creatures are in such ap ad-
vanced state of disease that they are a
ereat danger fo evervone coming in eon-
tact with them.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member is not aequainted with the
facts. There is no loek hospital in the
Roebourne districi.  Some natives are
treated there for a short time until they
can be sent io Bernia Tsland, where the
natives are ireated on an extensive scale.
At Bernia there is a doctor in charge and
nurses io look afler these nafives, and
numbers have been cured. No doubt the
hon. member saw a leper in the camp
at Roebourne. and one or two ecases of
venereal disease, but it is at Rernia
Island where the natives are treatad.

The CHAIRMAN: T ask that the dis-
cussion on this maiter should now cease.
Tt is not cognate fo the proposed section
2420,

Hon., C. F. BAXTER : 1 shall vote
against the proposed new section. 1 do
not see that it will be a success. Simple
cases of disease ean be treated with pro-
prietary medicines at a small cosi.
“Hon. A. J. H. SAW: If this proposed
new section j» struck out the Bill
might as well he dropped, bhecause
it is incombent on medical prac-
titioners to notify the disease, and
if people do not go to a medical
man how can the medical man notify the
disease? As far as the treatment by pro-
prietary medicines in simple cases is con-
cerned. I would like to know from the
hon. member what is a simple case, for,
after 25 years of practice. T do not know
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what a simple case 5. As fo treatment
by quacks being successful, that may be
sn, hut there is another side to the pic-
ture, [ have had people come to me who
have been treated by these quacks, One
“man came to me from the goldfields who
was riddled with syphilis, and he had
paid to a quack £32 io be freated. He
died some time afterwards from cerebral
syphilis.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Al some stage
the Committee will have to deeide the
main question, whelher there is tu be
compulsion or not. My idea at first was
to propose ibat the compulsory clauses
be postponed until all the other clauses
had been dealt with, but 1 think it would
be more convenient to take the discussion
on the first c¢lanse that involves eompul-
sion.

The CHATRMAN: The discussion on
compulsory examination and lrealment
must he taken on the propesed new See-
tion 242,

Hon. 1. F.
posed new  seetion
question of compulsion,
correction. It is

CULLEN: This pro-
opens up  the
although I
the

am  open luo
first provision in the Bill T think.
thal invelves compulsion. and very

stringent compulsion, on the part of any
subjeet suffering from disease. The
principle of eompulsion as against pro-
viding for voluntary treatment, that is
to say, making provision for treatment
that is free and so desirable thai suffer-
ers will seck it of their own aecord, s
open to disenssion. When speaking on
the seeond reading | urged that the Bill
should provide the very highest medica!
and hospiial treatment for all sufferers,
for which the sufferers able tv pay would
pay, while those unable Lo pay would re-
ceive free lreatiment. In order to raise
that question T am going to vole against
ihe proposed new section. My object is,
not to oppose effective measures for deal-
ing with this disease, but that we may
raise the question whether the Bill should
not, as regards this part, proeeed on thai
basis. I hope the Committee will agree
that we should have the voluntary basis
tried first, but if the majority say we

[COUNCIT..]

are o go for the principle of compulsion,
it will be our duty {o make the very best
of the poesition.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: | hope the Com-
mittee will not accept the view of the
hon, member. As Dr, Saw has pointed
out, if the proposed new section is to he
defeated by a subterfuge it will wreck
the whole Bill. The question raised by
Mr. Cullen, if sueecssful, would wreek
the Bill. 1 Lope hon, members will accept
the proposed new section.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: 1 in-
tend Lo support the propoesed new section,
particularly becanse it means compulsion,
It is not permissive; it states that under
certain conditions a person shall do cer-

. tain ihings, and it provides a penally.

Wlioever voles for this proposed new
seelion is voling for compuision, and un-
less there is compulsion in the Bill we
might just as well throw the Bill away.

Hon. ¢, F. BAXTER. The authorities
I had my information from are equally
as competent as Dr. Saw to speak on the
auestion, and much more so than Mr,
Millington, who dubbed me an expert.
Every man of the world knows there are
numbers  of qualified chemists equally
successful in the treatment of Ithese
diseases as doctors have heen. We
reqnire to reduce the disease as much
as possible.  Are we likely to hring
that about by imposing heavy charges

on sufferers who may not he able
{o afford ihe exyense? By the proposed
new seelion a sufferer will he debarred

from going to a chemist and securing a
j roprielary line of remedy for a few
shillings. Consider the difference between
that small amount and the fees he will
e to pax to a dorior, to which must be
added the cost of the medicipe he must
subsequently proeure from the chemist.

Hon, F, CONNOR: I am opposed en-
tirelv to all eompulsion in the Bill. If
the disease is to be properly treated, pre-
vention, and not control by compulsion,
will be the beiter way. We have the ex-
ample of New South Wales, where com-
pulsion has proved to be a failure.
The propesed new section will impose an
injustice on those who ecannot reach a



[14 Oorozes, 1615.]

Government dector, and who in aoy case
could not pay him,

Hon. J. Coraell: The treaiment is free.

Hon. F. CONNOR: No, unless the pa-
tient can reach a Govermment doetor.
What we want is reform. 1 agree with
Mr. Cullen that it is of no use threshing
this question of compulsion all through
the Bill.

Hon. J. F. CCLLEN: Now that we are
facing the trouble, let the State provide
the very highest wedieal and hospital
treatment, free to those who cannol pay,
and in any case strietly confidential. This
course would be preferable fo compul-
sion,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. wmember
must keep in order, e must confine
himself to the discussion of so much com-
pulsion as is contained in the proposed
new section. The hon. member musl
speak to that quesiion and no other,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: 1 heg respect-
fully to submit

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
does not submit, [ will take steps to see
that he does.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : Compulsion
eannot stand alone. The issue is compul-
sion or free treatment. and [ am putting
it as gently and elearly as I ean that this
issue must he taken at some stage in the
Bill, and should not be hacked inic every
clause.

The CHAIRMAN : My ruling is to the
contrary.

Hon. J. ¥. CULLEN: Well, how can
T diseuss the desirability of avoeiding com-
pulsion ?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
has beer told he cannot disenss it on this
proposed new sgection.

Hon, J. F. CUCLLEXN: If you rule that
T cannot discuss compulsion on ihis
proposed new section, T must dissent
from your ruling.

The CHAIRMAN: Very good,
notice in writing.

Dissent from Ruling.

The President resumed the Chair.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: T have fo report
that on the ruling by me Mr. Cuallen has
moved that the Committee dissent from
the Chairman’s ruling that the principle

oive
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of ecompulsion cannot be discussed on the
proposed new section now before the
Committee, My ruling was that Mr.
Cullen could not discuss any more of ihe
principle of compulsion than was con-
tained in the proposed new section in
(uestion.

Hon. J. F. Cullen : The Chairman
has slightly altered the position. His
position was that compulsion could not
be discussed under that proposed new
section. I was distinctly discnssing the
principle of compulsion, having premised
thai one diseussion of the sort would
cover the whole of the proposed new
sections which are contained in the Bill.

The TI'resident : I understand that
AMr. Cullen moves that the Committee dis-
sent from the Chairman’s ruling, on the
principle tbat compulsion cannot be dis-
cussed on the proposed new section now
before the Committee. Standing Order
257 says— .

The matter, having been laid before
the P’resident, and members having ad-
dressed Lhemselves theveto, shall be dis-
posed of.

L invile members now to address them-
selves to the motion moved by Mr. Cul-
len.

Hon, J. F. Cullen: I presume [ have
the first say on this malter. I shall not
take more than a few minutes. The
proposed new seetion reads—

Every person suffering from any
venereal disease shall within Lhree days
of his lecoming aware or suspeeting
that he is so suffering, consult a medieal
practitioner thereon, and place himself
under treatment by such practitioner.
Penalty, £20,

I premised my remarks on this proposed
new section with the suggestion that, as
the only point at issue on this Bill is the
principle of compulsion, which runs
through some half a dozen of the pro-
posed new sections, going further in
some of them than in others, it wonld be
convenient on 1lhe first reference to
compulsion that the prineciple should he
disenssed. The Chairman immedialely
pulled me up, and T urged my case and
was allowed to go on for a time, but he
again pulled me up. T submit that this
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proposed mnew section embodies the
principle of compulsion, and that if
the Committee decide that they will
_pécept compulsion, ihe whole course
of the debate on the remainder of the
Bill will be shortened. [ am prepared,
and | am sure that every other member
of the Chamber 1s mrepared, to try to
make the Bill as perfect as possible, either
on the basis of eompulsion or the alter-
native of voluntary treaiment, the Crown
providing the necessary medieal and hos-
pital nid,

Hon. J. Duffell: I do not agree with
Mr. Cullen’s remarks, I sapport the
ruling of the Chairman, on the grounds
"that the limitation of the Chairman’s
powers in regard to a disenssion on this
proposed new section, as interpreted by
Mr. Cullen, does not come within the pre-
seribed clanses dealing with the matter of
ecompulsion, which clauses are clothed with
certain powers and regulations conferred
upon certain individuals to enforce those
compulsory clauses. T do not consider
it is necessary for me to take up the
time of the House on this question be-
fore the Chajr, for the reasons I have
given. As we are not considering these
compulsory clauses, but only the powers
conferred upon the Chairman in his rnl-
ing upon the. clauses, T shall uphold the
ruling of the Chair.

The President: The purpose of hon.
members in addressing themselves to this
matter now is to inform me, and not to
discuss the question of compulsion.

.Hon. F. Connor: I must support Mr.
Cullen, notwithstanding the arguments
which have been advanced against this
proposed new section not being a com-
pulsory one. Tt reads so clearly that
there 15 a penalty attached to it, that to
my mind there is no doubt that it is com-
pulsion of some sort or other. As T am
against compulsion, T must support Mr.
Callen.

‘Hlon. W. Kingsmill: The question is
not as to whether these propesed new
seetions represent compulsion or not. It
is a question of order, and whether any
hon. member is entitled to disenss other
provisions than those laid down in cer-
tain parts of the measure, According to
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my reading of the Standing Orders,

that is not so; and not only that,
but according Lo my experience, de-
bates are lengthened immeasurably

instead of being shortened by negleet to
observe the Standing Qvders. My rul-
ing was that I would only allow a dis-
cussion on so much of the compulsion
as is confamed within the four eorners
of the proposel new section in
guestion.  That roling 1 must  still
adhere to. and as long as [ oceupy
the position of Chairman of Com-
mifteex | will continue to adhere to
it. Tt wonld lead to innumerahle diffi-
culties not to do so, and while this is a
well-behaved Hounse, there is in any
House a tendency to stray, if straying is
allowed. outside the subjeet under dis-
cussion. The Standing Orders are given
to us to shorten debate, and to bring
about a better understanding of debate.
JE each suhject has its own particolar
pigeon-hole, I think that the best results
will be achieved in the debates in this
House.

Hon. A. Sanderson: The Chairman of
Committees himself admitted that he had
never known of a Bill where the clanses
override more than they do in this Bill.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: The amendments,
not the clanses.

Hon. A. Sanderson: 1 stand corrected.
T am always in favour of supporting the
Chairman. If you, Sir, and the leader
of the House, and the Chairman of Com-
mittees will give us an opportunity of
diseussing this question of compul-
sion, personally it wounld give wme the
greatest pleasure to support the ruling
of the Chairman of Committees. T hope
we are not going to have this question
of compulsion whittled away by its being
said that we cannot disenss it on this
clanse, and that clause, and that there-
fore we shall not get an opportunity of
discussing it at all. I shall be satisfied
to get such an assurance, and if we can
get the fullest discussion on the question
of compulsion menerally T think we shall
all he content.

The President: The motion is that
the Committee dissent from the Chair-
man’s vuling that the principle of com-
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puision canpor be diseussed on the pro-

posl  new  seetion now  before the
Committee. It is rather unforiunate
that  the question of  cumpulsion,
which s a gzeneral rterm, should

have been used. There is compulsion in
every clause of every Bill brought be-
fore us. [ agree entirely with the Chair-
man of Committees, and dissent from
.My, Cullen’s motion. inasmueh as 1 eon-
sider that the amount of ecompulsion—
T again use the unfortunate word—must
be econfined to persons soffering from
venereal disenses who place themselves
under treatmenl.  While dealing with
this proposed new seclion, the ~whole

general  question of compulsion can-
not he considered. 1 agree with
the Chairman of Cowmuittees thal

.the discussion must be entirely on ihat
measure of compulsion which applies to
persons suffering from venereal disease
who are to place themselves under treat-
ment under a penalty.

Commitlee resymed.
Proposed new section put and a divi-

sion taken with the following result:—
Ayes .. .. .. 13
Noes .. .. .. G
Majority for 7
AYES,
Hon. R, G. Ardagb Hon. E. MrLarty
Hon. J. "Corpell Hon. H, Millington
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J. Duffell Hon. C. Bommers
Hob. 8ir J. W. Hackett | Hop. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. J. F. Allen
Hon. A. G. Jenkins (TPeller).
Nogs
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. W, Patrick
Hon. F. Congor Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon. J. F. Cullen Hen, H. Carson
( Teller).

Proposed new section thus passed.

Proposed new Section 242¢- -agreed to.

Proposed. new Section 24Zd.—Medieal
practitioner to report:

Hon. A, J H. SAW: |
amendment—

That in line 1 after “disevse” the
words “in an infectious stage” De
added

mm2 an
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My gbjeet will be apparent to hon. wmem-
bers. 1t is known thar syphilia rinv last,
and does very often. for perimps 10 or
20 years after it ceases to ba infections,
That being =0 there should be no neces-
sity for the disease to e notified when 1t
is in its later stuges. I fanev 1 all ‘these
clauses it would be wise to adrl 152 woirls
“in an infections siage,” in order 1o de-
fine the particvlar patient suffering frow
vencreal disease, The ohjeet of the Bill
is lirstly that a person infected, and wlho
is liable to infect others, shall be ireated
so that the disease may be cut short, and
so that the person may cease to be a
menace to the communpity. The first thine
to do is to get hold of the person who is
to be dealt with. He is the person who
is still in an infectious stage, and it is for
that reason that I propose to limit these
clauses by adding the words I have men-
fioned.

Amendment passed, the proposed new
section as amended agreed to.

Proposed new Section 242e—Name
and address of patient to be reported:

Hon, A. J. H. BAW: I move an
amendment—

That in lne 2 after the word “dis-
ease”’ the words “in an infectious
stage” be added.

Amendment passed; the proposed

pew section as amended agreed to.

Proposed new Section 242f—Medical
practitioners to warn patienis:

Hon. A. J. H. 8AW: I move an
amendmeni—

That in line 2 after the word “dis-
ease” the words “in an infectious
slage’” be added.

Amendment passed; the proposed new
sectton as amended agreed to. '

Proposed new Sections 242g, 242h—
agreed fo.

Proposed new Section 242i—(ompul-
sorv examination and freatment:

The CHATRMAN: This is one of the
clanses where the amendments of hon.
members overlap to a very greai extent.
I wonld therefore ask hon. memhers lo
remember in voting on these amendments
that they have to consider the existence
of amendments which may eome after.
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IPor instance, the amendment I am about
to put to the Committee is that of Dr.
Saw to strike out all the words up to the
word “believe” in the seeond line. Those
hon, members who intend to support the
amendment of Dr. Saw will vote for Lhe
excision of those words. Indeed those
who intend to support the Colonial Sec-
retary’s amendment may vote for (hem,
but, when words have to be inserted hon.
members will have io choose befween the
amendment of Dr, Saw and the amend-
ment of the Colonial Secretary, and, in
the ease of the Colonial Secretary’s
amendment being carried, however, the
words will have to be struck out. 1 will
ask Dr. Saw to move his amendment firsi.

Hon, A. J. H. 8AW: T move an
amendment—

That in lnes 7 and 2 the words
“Whenever the (Tommissioner has rea-
son to believe” be struck out, and the
following inserted in liew: ““Whenever
the Commissioner has before him u
written stqtement made on oalh or
verified by solemn declaralion or affr-
mation which leads him to believe”

The object of the amendment is that the
Commissioner shall have before him a
statement on oath before he takes anxy
action, otherwise T think this clanse wil!
rive rise to opportunities for blackeail
and also to that abomination—ihe anony-
mous informer. (ne hon. member speak-
ing with reference lo this clanse seemed
to think it was a proper thing for any-
one knowing lhere was another person
afflicted with venereal disease fo go pri-
vately to the Commissioner and inform
him. T maintain that is absolutely
wrong. If anybody knows that a friend
of his is suffering from venereal diseases,
and is not getting proper treatment, the
course to adopt is to speak to the parson
afflicted and urgé upon him the neeessity
of getting proper medical advice and
treatment, and not to go behind his back
and give anonymons information, Tt
would he mueh hetier for anybody who
wiches to make an accusation thaf a per-
son is afflicted with venereal disease, to
do so boldly and sign his name to it. An-
other object in putting in the amendmest
is in order that a person shall be pro-

[COUNCIL.)

tected and shall have the right of aciion
That will be provided for later on to
enable the person aceused to oblain a
copy of the sworn declaration, If we are
{o have these powers given to Lhe Com-
missioner it is absolutely necessary that
the person who lays the information
should realise the seriousness and the im-
portance of it. And if he gives wrong
information, which may cause consider-
able annoyance, he should know he will
be liable to an action at law. The Col-
onial  Seeretary’s amendment to this
clause proposes that the Commissioner in-
stend of having a person examined
by two medical men shall firstly
give notice in  wrifing fo the per-

son afflicted requiring him to consult
a  medieal practitioner and produce

to the Commissioner a certificate from
such medieal practitioner. I fancy that
if the amendment of the Colonial Secre-
tary is agreed to, considerable delay will
he eaunsed. In the event of a person wil-
fully infecting others it is necessary that
the Commissioner should have power to
find out the person afflicted with the dis-
ense in the shortest possible time. The
amendment of {he Colonial Secretary
seems to me to provide a loop-hele for
fraud., The afflicied person may go to a
}ractitioner who may give a hogus ecer-
tilicale saying ihat the individual is not
suffering from any disease, and then that
individnal may snap his fingers at the
Commissioner. Such things do happen
even in the best profession, and I main-
tain that the medical is the best profes-
sion. The Commissioner has to be satis-
fied with a eertificate which is produced
to him, but it is throwing a very deli-
cate responosibility on the Commissioner
for him to differentiate between the cer-
tificate of one medical man and that of
another, So long as the ceriificate comes
from a duly qualified medical wman, I
{lrink the Commissioner will have con-
siderable hesitancy in dispuling it and,
for ihat reason, I prefer the amendments
of which T have given notice to those of
the Colonial Secretary, IE the Colonial
Secretary’s amendment is agreed to, it
will interfere very considerably wilh the
working of the measure, whereas my pro-
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posals woutd fully protect a person
charged with suifering fruw this disease,
and would facilifate the rapidity of the
Commissinacr's action.

Hon. J. V. CULLEN: The difficalty
about Dr. Saw's amendment is that ii
will paralyse the Cemmissioner. If he
can move only on having before him a
sworn statement by an informer, he will
mnever move at all. Who is going to in-
form in the first place? Not one in a
thousand unless he is a health official
under the measure or a doctor, and cer-
tainly no one would go on oath and make
a declaration. There is no doubt the
amendment would prevent such evils as
‘he suggesied in his second Teading
speech in the way of a ‘“lion’s mouth,”
but there would be no lion and no mouth,
and no papers at all under this Bill. The
amendment would be enlirely futile.

[The President resumed the Chair.)

Progress reported.

BILL—VERMIN BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous
day.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[5.191: Tt is an unfortunate thing that
the history of the prevention of the rav-
ages of rabbits and vermin in this State
has heen one of mismanagement and
misfortune, Even long hefore the pre-
sent Government took office. other Gov-
ernments had taken steps in this diree-
tion which were futile in the extreme.
As long ago as 1897 and 1398 when the
rabbit question was first considered, if
steps had been taken in the right and
praper manner we should never have had
any trouble at ail with rabbits in West-
ern Australia, The rabbits were then be-
ginning to make their appearance along
a narrow strip of country from the
Eastern States, and those who have
studied the habits of these auimals know
perfectly well that rabbits, in common
with other animals, when they take to
migration proceed in one definite and de-
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cided direction. Tf the Government of
the day had run a fenee along the West
Australian border from Fuela north-
wards, and not for 1,100 or 1.200 miles
as one fence is now, and if they hal
furnished the fence with those most ex-
cellent yard-traps at every half mile at a
cost of £5 a trap, not a rabbit would have
come into Western Australia, 1 speak
from an inlimate knowledge of the sub-
jeet aeemired from a great many years
experienee in the other States and in
this State, but the Government of the
day did not take that step. They busied
themselves with sending cats, the wma-
jority of which were stolen at Albany,
down to Eudla and other places where
they turned them out and fhose cats not
being accustomed fo a diet of rabbit
promptly starved to death in the midst,
so to speak, of plenty, and the rabbits
continped unchecked until, in 1900 or
1901, the question had reached such a.
serious siage that the Government had
to erect rabbit proof fences from iwo
points on the coast, Starvalion Boat
Harbour and Point Ann, to the coast
away up in the North-West. That is a
story of mismanagement, and the story
we are more intimately eonneected with
under this Bill is also a story of misman-
agement, Tt was not mismanagement on
the nart of the present Government—
give them their due. When ihey came
into office, they found things in such a
state that it was very hard to remedy
them. If the first suggestion of the set-
tlers of the Gascoyne district had been
carried ont by the then Government, and
if the rabbit-proof fence had been ex-
tended from somewhere about Hamelin
Pool to the existing rabbit proof fence,
the rabbits which were moving in a
northerly direction and along a narrow
strip of country would have been effect-
tvely checked. That was not done. The
Government of the day, in their want of
wisdom, instead of fencing off the eoun-
try completely in the way 1 have indi-
cated, fenced only a segregated portion
of it, conferring immunity for a time
on the settlers within the segregated por-
tion and, in conferring that immunity,
saddled them with a very great debt in-
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deed. Next, the construction of the fence
was earried out, I understand, in a most

extravagant manner. The fence cost
about twice as much as it should have
cost. The area included was not the or-
iginal ares that was contemplated but
was, indeed, only a portion of that area,
and the npkeep for the fence during the
first few years that it was paid ran into
four or five times as much as it should
have done, The settlers who are liable
for the payment for this fenee have, in
ihe years which have elapsed since its
- construction, gradually divided them-
selves into two classes. These two classes
are first, the older settlers, the more
_ wealthy portion of the community who,
having been established for some years
‘on the Gascoyne and having up to the
‘last four or five years experienced very
good seasons, were wealthy people ‘and
in a position to pay the taxes which were
- levied on them for the upkeep and
maintenance of the fence. The others
were the newcomers in the eountry wiho
had taken up a fair amount of coantry,
bui who have not even vet got 1t stocked
up. and who were not in a position to
pay the taxes demanded of them. Of
the 36 settlers affected by tlis Bill, 11
helong to the first category and 25 to
the second category. That i= 11 people
have paid up-to-date, and have no fear
of the past, although they view the faiure
with apprehension, but the 25 settlers
view alike the pasi and the fufure with
a good deal of dread. Theirs is a most
unforfunate position. Az they have
divided themselves inte two classes linan-
cially, so their opinions with regard tn
the methed 1n which this iax shounld be
imposed differ materially. These per-
sons, the 11 fortunate ones, the 11 just
ones who have paid their dues, consider
that the tax should be on area. The other
gentlemen are unanimous in considering
that the tax should be on stock. Took-
ing at it from the point of view of equity
T must say I think the 25 are in the
right, not because they are in the major-
ity, but because T fancy the imposition
of a tax on stock and not on area is the
more equitable one. Tt reminds me fore-
ibly of the difference between a land tax

[COUNCIL. - -

and an income tax, In imposing a land
tax, we impose a tax on a man whose
land is often already a liability and not
an asset. In imposing an income tax,
we impose a tax on a man who has some-
thing wherewith to pay the tax., So it
is with the difference between the taxing
of the area and the taxing of the stock,
The newcomers have all taken up aress
of land with a view to the future.

Hon. V. Hawmersley: Specnlation.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: In some cases,
possibly, but giving them ecredit for the
best -of intentions, not that speculative
purposes need -necessarily be evil, a man
taking np land in a pastoral area does
so not for the sheep he has at present

but for the sheep he hopes to bhave in

future. He must allow room for his
floecks and herds to expand and, given
good seagons, sheep in tbe Gascoyne and
other districts represent so much money.
As the Trishman said, “The pig is the
wentleman who pays the rent,” so in the
(Gascoyne the sheep is the gentleman who
pays not only the rent, but the taxes
as well. When these people, having as
vel hut litle revenue and litfle means
of earning, find themselves saddled, in
addition to 10s. per thousand which they
have to pay the Government for the land
and whieh T think is a verv sufficient
vent indeed, with a vermin tax of £1 per
thousand, or fwice as much as they pay
the Government for land rent, upon their
shoulders is placed a load agaimst which
they eannot hope to struggle, In this
Bal. 1 fhink we should give some econ-
sideration 1o the 25 who have not paid
thewr rales, as well as to the 11 who have
paid their rates—io the 25 who have a
dread of the past and who fear the past,
I venture fo say, even more than they
fear the future, as well as to the 11 who
have nothing with which to reproach
{heir consciences in the past, but still
lock forward to the future with a geod
deal of apprehension, an apprehension
which is voiced in the amendment of which
Sir Edward Wittenoom has given notice
to raduce the proposed tax to half its
former value. T think in addition to that
amendment, Sir Edward Wittenoom or
one of the other representatives of the
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North Provinee would be wise to lay
down in the Bill some stipulation as to
how the arrears, the collection of which
might mean the ruin of these 25 strug-
- gling settlers, shonld be treated in future.
Possibly it may be urged that it would
be somewhai unfair to add that to the
capital cost, becanse if that were done
it would mean that those eleven people
who have paid would also be called upen
to pay portion of the arrears. 1 myself
certainly think, however, that in the in-
terests of that portion of Western Aus-
iralia, and in the interests of the whole
of Western Australia—because I venture
to say that it is extremely bad poliey
on the part of any State to discomrage
persons who are endeavouring to struggle
through to a successful issne against bad
seasons, against droughts, and against the
hardships which these pastoral settlers
have encountered——

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Pasloral
settlers have been enconraged everywhere
else.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Tt is quife
true that pastoral settlers have been en-
conraged everywhere else, and they should
he encouraged in the Gaseoyne distriet.
T venture to say the most practical way
in whieh the Government could encour-
age them would be. not to write to these
gentlemen letters such as Mr. Holmes
read last night, but to say to them, “We
are aware of vour difficulties. and we
wish fo help you out of ihem: we know
thal you do not wish to repundiate this
debt; we know that yon wanl to pay
interest and sinking fund; and. knowing
vour circomstanees, we shall he willing
fo accept payment at sueh and such a
rate.,”  And the Government should ex-
tend such payment over a liberal term
of vears. If that course were adapied.
this Bill would be very mueh improved,
and the Government would he doing a
generous action, and in doing that cener-
ous action would also be doing a wise and
indicions  stroke of business, heranse
if one of these pastoral setilers is
Ariven off his holding it will he very
hard indeed to et someome else
to take it wr. T hope this succestion
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of mine will have the attention of the
Government and of the members for the
North Province. Let us now examine
for a moment the position of the Gas-
coyne seftlers, as compared with that of
settlers in other parts of the State who
are protected by rabbit-proof fences.
The Gascoyne men took upon themselves
the burden of the capital cost of the fence
—a capital cost, it is true, which was
largely inflated by the way in which the
fence was erected. The capital eost, I
understand, -amounted to about £66,000.
The Gaseoyne pastoral settlers shouldered
that responsibility. They said they would
pay interest and sinking fund. In addi-
tion to that, they are esked to pay the
maintenance and upkeep of the fence.
I say, therefore, that the position is so
obviously unfair and inequitable as com-
pared with the position of other settlers,
thai it should not be eontinued, It is a
fair thing to ask the Gascoyne pastoral-
ists to pay interest and sinking fund, or
perhaps to pay maintenance and upkeep;
but to ask them to pay both is, in my
opinion, unfair in the extreme, In other
paris of the State the Government have
spent public money in ereeting similar
fences, and the pastoralists get the pro-
tection of the fence in return for certain
charges: but they are not supposed to
pay back the capital cost of the fence.
As it is in that instance, so too in this
instance, I think the Government should
place the men on the Gascoyne in esarily
the same position as oecupied by their
brother settlers in other parts of !he
State. The Government should look upon
the Gascovne fence as a national under-
taking, and ask the Gascovne settlers to
pay either the inferest and sinking fund,
or maintenance and upkeep of the fence,
but most certainly not to pay both. I
made some inquiries into this matter 12
months ago, when, owing to the absence
at the time of certain Northern members,
some of the pastoral lessees concerned,
knowing T still took an interest in the
North-West, approached me on the sub-
ject. From those inquiries, I am abso-
lutely certain of one thing—that all the
Gascoyne settlers, whether they were large
settlers or small, whether ther belonged
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to the eleven plutocrats or to the 25 men
who did not pay their rates and who are
still in arrears, had this idea, that there
was no desire whatever, no suggestion of
a thought in their minds, that they wisherdl
to escape or to repudiate their liabilities.
On the other hand, what they wanted was
that the Government should treat them
reasonably and in a business manuner. I
hope that when this Bill goes into Com-
mittee next week, the suggestion which I
have made will be given effeet to, and that
not only will the rate be reduced, but also
that some provision will be inserted in
the Bill whereby easy terms can be granted
to setflers in arrears for payment of their
tates. TUnder these conditions I support
the second reading of the measure.

Hon. F. CONNOR (North) [5.35]: X
do not intend to make a speech on this
measure. As a member for the North
Province, I rise to thank Mr, Kingsmill
for the admirable manner in which he has
placed fhe question before the House.
1 think if one were to spend a week in
stating the case, it eould not be put more
comprehensively than it has been by
Mr, Kingsmill, The Bill if carried in its
present form would, in my opinion,
inflict great hardship on a very deserving
part of the community, on men who have
gone ont into country that is certainly
not pleasant to live in, and where they
have had to face the prospeets of drought
and otherwise run greal risks in endeav-
ouring to develop new fervitory. T trust
that the Governmeni will agree to the
amendment which Sir Edward Wittenoom
intends to move in Commitee. The car-
rying of that amendment will be to the
advantage of the pastoral lessees, who
will be ruined if the Bill is carried in
its present form. Like Mr, Kingsmill, I
do not think it is the intention or the
wigh of the Government to bring ruin on
the pastoral lessees of the Gascoyne.
Therefore 1 hope the Government will
meet those people in a fair way when
the Bill is in Committee. I support the
second reading.

On motion by Hon. V. Hamersley, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 537 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
pan., and read prayers.

PETITION—TROTTING  ASSOCIA-
TION LEASE, KALGOORLIE.

Hon. FRANK WILSON presented a
petition from 221 persons engaged in the
mining industry on the Bast Coolgardie
Goldfield praying for an investigation
info the granting of a special lease of
gold mining lease No. 4370E to the West-
ern Anstralian Trotting Association.

Petilion received and read.

QUESTION — POLICE  FORCE,

CHARGES OF DRUNKENNESS.

Mr. OLOGHLEN asked the Premier:
1, How many eharges were preferred
against members of the police foree sta-
tioned in the central portion of Perlh
for drunkenness during 19327 2, How
many eonvietions were obtained, and what
were the names of the culprits? 3, How
mmany of those convietions were obtained
hefore the issue of the order in August,
1912, and how many after, in Ehe latter
part of the year?

The PREMIKER replied: An investi-
zalion of numerous tiles would be neces-
sary in order to obtain this information,
and ihe request should be made the sub-

* jeet of a motion.



